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the Organization and Progress of the North Dakota State Industries, and the Administration of Related Laws,
Protecting and Promoting Agriculture and Other Industries in the State, Enacted and Established by the
Sixteenth Session of the North D The North Dakota system of state industries was created by the Sixteenth
Session of the State Legislature in response to a demand on the part of the people that had been growing in
insistence for more than ten years. The pioneers of North Dakota had been exploited by land speculators,
transportation monopolists, loan sharks and elevator and milling combines practically since the earliest
settlement of the State. Partial victories against railway monopolies had been secured, in common with other
states, nearly twenty years earlier, resulting in the passage of the Sherman Anti-Trust law, which was followed
by other acts of Congress aiming to prevent railway discrimination and to curtail extortionate transportation
charges. In North Dakota, as elsewhere throughout the great grain growing states, oppressive monopoly
centered in the ownership of the elevators through which their grain had to pass and of the big mills in which it
was manufactured and distributed to the trade. The rural credit service had always been inadequate and
interest rates oppressive. An unjust system of taxation weighed heavily upon agriculture, as upon other
industry, letting the privileges of the great corporations oE practically scot-free. Farmers attempted to free
themselves from these several forms of exploitation by organizing for co-operative action. The Farmers Equity
in North Dakota had a rapid growth during a number of years, for a while giving promise that it might prove
the...
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