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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Herbert Spencer, Vol. 1 of 1: His Life, Writings, and
Philosophy As The world grows older it knows more about its greatest men and finds them out quicker; but in
order to be noticed it is necessary for them to be greater than in former times. The idea that men of long ago
were of superior mould and larger intellectual stature than those of to-day is a false one, though useful, no
doubt, to sustain the doctrine of a lapse from an originally perfect state. Those sentiments which have given
rise to and supported the theory of monarchical sovereignty made demigods of military chieftains, of kings and
emperors, and endowed them, in the minds of people generally, with all the virtues which which they did not
possess but which seemed to be necessary to a properly equipped great man. The same method has pervaded
the world of study and of letters. Plato and Aristotle have been esteemed much greater men than any of our
degenerate times, and there has been, and still is, a mystical value attached to their least words. Without
disparaging these really worthy Greeks, who would be considered good philosophers, as philosophers go in our
time, and who, it must be remembered, were far better than they used to run in earlier days, I do not hesitate to
aver that the subject of this sketch, for instance, is much greater than either of them. Nor would I say it of him
alone, but also of many others, who are not as prominent. The general level of intellectual power is so far
raised in modern times that it is exceedingly difficult for any...
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