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capable of new impressions and fresh thought, some modification of former beliefs and hopes has been
brought by the war. What the modification has been has depended, in each case, upon character and
circumstance; but in one form or another it has been almost universal. To me, the chief thing to be learnt
through the war has been a certain view of the springs of human action, what they are, and what we may
legitimately hope that they will become. This view, if it is true, seems to afford a basis for political philosophy
more capable of standing erect in a time of crisis than the philosophy of traditional Liberalism has shown itself
to be. The following lectures, though only one of them will deal with war, all are inspired by a view of the
springs of action 3 which has been suggested by the war. And all of them are informed by the hope of seeing
such political institutions established in Europe as shall make men averse to war--a hope which | firmly believe
to be realizable, though not without a great and fundamental reconstruction of economic and social life. To
one who stands outside the cycle of beliefs and passions which make the war seem necessary, an isolation, an
almost unbearable separation from the general activity, becomes unavoidable. At the very moment when the
universal disaster raises compassion in the...
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