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not that many, who zealously bore faggots to the stake of the Christian martyrs, believed so too. The time has
been, when those who killed good men thought they did God service. But let the succeeding declaration be
applied by our present objectors, -- These things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father
nor Me. Here, then, appears to be our error--that we do not estimate the conduct of men by the standard of the
gospel, but that we reduce the standard of the gospel to the conduct of men. That good men should fail to
conform to the perfect purity of Christianity, or to perceive it, need not be wondered, for we have sufficient
examples of it. Good men in past ages allowed many things as permitted by Christian John xvi. 3. ity, which we
condemn, and shall for ever condemn. In the present day there are many questions of duty on which men of
piety disagree. If their authority be rejected by us on other points of practice, why is it to determine the question
of war? Especially why do we insist on their decisions, when they differ in their decisions themselves? If good
men have allowed the lawfulness of war, good men have also denied it. We are therefore again referred to the
simple evidence of religion: an evidence which it will always be found...
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