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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1910 edition. Excerpt: .but with what reverence we step upon its old stone floor,
when we remember it has echoed to the tread of Shakespeare! Into its fireplace his glorious eyes have, no
doubt, gazed, and on the uncouth, timeworn bench which stands there still, he often sat beside the woman
whom he wooed and won. The very timbers in the ceiling, visible to-day, have heard his whispers of
impassioned love. What words they must have been, we can imagine from the experiences of Portia, Rosalind,
and Juliet. One stands here lost in wondering what sort of a woman this Anne Hathaway was, whom this
incomparable genius loved and married, who was the mother of his children, and whom he lived with con
stantly, until obliged to go away to London to seek fame and fortune. As then, emerging from the cottage, |
took my farewell of its picturesque, flower-laden walls, | kept repeating to myself the stanzas, in which the
enamoured poet is said to have addressed the nightingales and thrushes in these very fields: Would ye be
taught, ye feathered throng, With lovels sweet notes to grace your song, To pierce the heart with thrilling lay,
Listen to mine Anne Hathaway! She hath a way to sing so clear, Phtebus might wondering stop to hear. To melt
the sad, make blithe the gay, And nature charm, Anne hath a way; She hath a way, Anne Hathaway, To breathe
delight Anne hath a way. Leaving at...
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