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Bloomsbury. 1 Cloth(s), 2014. hard. Book Condition: New. The author of The Story of Charlotte's Web, as well as
Apollo's Fire and Adam's Navel, Michael Sims here gives us a vivid portrait of an insecure boy named Henry
Thoreau, as he embarks on the path to becoming a literary icon. Sims paints a vivid portrait of the young
writerfrom skating and boating with Nathaniel Hawthorne to traveling with his brother John, and the
launching of their progressive schoolstruggling to find his voice through communing with nature, whether
mountain climbing in Maine or building his cabin at Walden Pond. "It's the boy who loved to walk in the woods,
ice skate, and sing, and the ardent reader who studied the classics at Harvard and nature's wonders with equal
diligence that Sims brings forward in this surpassingly vivid and vital chronicle of Thoreau's formative years.
Exceptionally smart, peculiar looking, imaginative, and upright, Thoreau, who craved both solitude and
conversation, was surrounded by people, including his mentor Ralph Waldo Emerson, who, like him, chronicled
their daily lives, providing Sims with a great bounty of primary sources. As Sims portrays a solemn boy
nicknamed 'the Judge, we gain fresh understanding of Thoreau's choices and convictions on his way to
becoming a seminal environmentalist and civil-disobedience guru. We see Thoreau quit a teaching job in
protest against corporal punishment and go to jail rather than pay his poll tax, suffer heartbreak and tragedy,
accidentally burn down the woods near his beloved Walden Pond, experience an epiphany in Maine, build his
famous cabin, and turn himself into a world-altering writer who continues to enlighten and astonish
us."Booklist 373.
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