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.architecture. In stony mountain regions their houses were made
of stone; in the more fertile plains they utilized sun-baked mud
reinforced with straw and twigs rammed into movable forms of
wicker, sticks and poles. The first Americans were, indeed, ahead
of us in making use of the principles of what we now call
reinforced concrete construction. Their methods, to be sure,
were crude and their materials defective, but the essentials of
our up-to-date twentieth century constructions were known to
this aboriginal people many centuries before the existence of
America was even suspected in Europe. The Spaniards taught
the aborigines to make walls of sun-dried brick, the adobe
method of building that is now looked upon as characteristic of
Mission architecture in Arizona, California, New Mexico and
other neighborhoods Figure 3. Early Eighteenth Century
Doorway, The Alamo Mission, Sun Antonio, Texas New Mexico
Museum, at Santa Fe....
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